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tions of Doonda Punt Goklah, a Mahratta chief who had
seized some of the frontier forts of Mysore and invaded the
British province of Soonda.
Wellesley's methods were bloodless, and consisted in the
writing of persuasive letters, backed by judicious massing of
troops. They gained Goklah as an ally of the British.
The absence of the Governor of Seringapatam in nowise
prevented him from directing the affairs of that place by
correspondence, its smallest details receiving the same scrupu-
lous attention as did the military measures with which he was
for the moment engaged. Even the ladies of the zenana
who had been quarrelling amongst themselves received a
message.
I beg [wrote Colonel Wellesley to Colonel Sherbrooke *] that you
will desire my moonshee to write a letter to the ladies in the mahal, and
state how much concerned I am that all my endeavours to render their
situation comfortable to themselves and respectable in the world should
have failed from their dissensions; that I intreat that they will live
together as friends till I return to Seringapatam, when any grievance or
inconvenience that they may feel will be removed.1
A piece of advice that could only have issued from the brain
of a masculine optimist! Arthur as arbiter of the harem
assumes a daring r61e j but Mysore provided him with an
infinity of variety, and whatever came to hand was tackled
with the same degree of earnestness, from a military campaign
to the zenana wardrobe.
There was one luxury, however, the heartless Arthur denied
the ladies of the zenana, and that was husbands, though he
sympathizes with the deprivation.
The Princesses [he stated decisively] ought not to be allowed to
marry. A Mussulman would found a pretension either to a large pen-
sion, or even to the government of Mysore, upon his connexion with one.
of Tippoo's daughters. It is as well to avoid this, and therefore these
ladies must continue in their present state. They ought, however, to
1 Supp. Despatches, VoL /, /?. 322.
* In command at Seringapatam during Colonel Wellesley's absence*